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Choice between Residing without Settling and
Settling without Residing: Ecological Knowledge
and Cultural Dilemma of the Aoluguya Ewenki

Lin Hang

Abstract: As the only reindeer herders in China, the Aoluguya Ewenki have
accumulated rich ecological knowledge related to reindeer herding and made it an
integral part of their material and spiritual culture. Focusing on their multiple
relocations since the 1950s, this article traces the historical development of the
Aoluguya Ewenki and examines the changes in their lifestyle and their relationships
to the reindeer, thus discussing their understanding of the biological properties and
cultural importance of the reindeer. Based on fieldworks conducted at Genhe, this
article outlines the impacts of environmental change and outside cultures on the
lifestyle and ethnic culture of the Ewenki. Analyzing their multi-level dilemma and
possible reasons, it also sheds light on the relationships between environmental
changes and the adaptability and continuity of Ewenki ethnic culture.

Keywords: Ewenki; Reindeer; Ecological Knowledge; National Culture
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