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A Typological Analysis of Shaman Spirits Among the
Daur People
—the Example of the Ominaan Ritual
and Its Spiritual Song Texts

Sa Minna

Abstract; At first, the article introduces the more than ten spirits and deities
worshipped by Daur people. It is based on some researches on Daur shamanism
undertaken in the 1950s as well as on interviews with alive Daur master shamans.
The article also introduces the main types of deities worshipped by Daur people and
the spirit complex. In addition, a Daur shaman ceremony, the Ominaan ritual and
its spiritual texts are taken as an example to reveal Daur people’s concepts of soul
and spirit and their cosmology. Accordingly, the author divides the Daur deities
into two categories: the ancestral gods and helping spirits.

Keywords: Daur; Ominaan Ritual; Shamanic Deities and Spirits; Ancestral

Gods; Helping Spirits
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