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Subarctic ethnic groups in China - the cultural change

of the Northern Tungus

Tang Ge

Abstract: China’s Northern Tungus consists of two groups officially —
recognized as national minorities: the Evenki and the Oroqen. The internal
variation of Orogqen is little while the one of Evenki is large. Evenki are grouped
for administrative purposes in China into three separate groupings of Solon,
Tungus and Yakuts. The history of Northern Tungus’ cultural change can be
divided into two stages: before and after the year of 1949 when the People’s
Republic of China was founded. From the time when Qing Dynasty was founded
till now, the Northern Tungus’ cultural change can be summarized as of two
types, namely, the governmentally mandated change and the acculturation as a
result of contact with other groups. The governmentally mandated change from
Qing government for the Northern Tungus was the administrative organization.
After 1949, the Northern Tungus’ tradition has been completely changed by the
settlement policy in the 1950s and the game-hunting prohibition policy in the
mid-1990s.

Keywords: Subarctic ethnic group; Tungus; cultural change.
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