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How shall a small ethnic minority develop?

—The example of the Orogen Autonomous Unity

Liu Xiaochun

Abstract: The Orogen nationality is one of the 28 ethnic minorities with
small populations in China. Its population in 2010 was 8. 659 members. Orogen
Autonomous Unity was founded in 1951. It was one of the first ethnic minorities to
be recognized by the People’s Republic of China. Although its population is smaller
than 10. 000, it has encountered many of the typical problems of development
during the last 70 years faced by small communities, such has settlement
development and management, changing mode of production, the banning of
hunting and adapting of a new agricultural lifestyle. for this community the
traditional hunting culture and lifestyle has drastically changed. The confirmation
and respect of the corresponding ownership of the Oroqen nationality as well as
establishing a sustainable forest management approach are key points for a for
sustainable development. The protection of traditional cultures and maintaining of
human cultural diversity are important for the sustainable development of human
societies from the macroscopic view or for a country from the microscopic view.

Keywords: Oroqen nationality; hunting culture; sustainable development;

countermeasures and suggestions.
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