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The Social Characteristics of the Tungus Shaman

[ Russia | S. M. Shirokogoroff

Abstract: The comparison of shamans from different groups of the Tungus
in Siberia and Northeast China indicates that the shaman assumes specific
position in the social life of the groups. Besides the out-clan shaman, most of
the shamans belong to their clans. Master spirits are responsible for regulating
the psychic life of the clan members, and are asked by “public opinion”. The
shamans are obliged to cure the clan members’ suffering from the problems
caused by the spirits, while not having any personal gain. They have no time to
hunt, resulting in a disadvantaged economic position. However, the shamans
maintain their social status.

Keywords: shaman; clan organization; public opinion; economic position;

social status
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