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Ascension Day on the Right Bank of Erguna River

Tang Ge

Abstract: Ascension Day is one of the most important festivals in the
Orthodox Church after Easter. As a unique festival for different ethnic groups on
the right bank of the Erguna River, Ascension Day not only retains the basic core
of this festival, but also contains many suspected non-orthodox elements, which
have possibly been derived from Han folk religion, shamanism and Tibetan
Buddhism. This is the result of the variation and localization of the Russian-
Orthodox Church, when it spread eastward and came into contact with the local
cultures, especially when it arrived at the right bank of the Erguna River.

Keywords: the right bank of the Erguna River; Russian-Orthodox Church;

Ascension Day; non-orthodox elements; contact of cultures
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