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Tuvan Language Change in Daily Life

Na Heya

Abstract: The close relationship between daily life and language makes
the field of contemporary living an intriguing prospect in the study of language
change. The language that people use daily is rich and colorful. This is reflected
not only in the kinds of languages that people use, but also in the variety of
languages used for different occasions and social environments. This paper will
focus on people’s daily uses and discussion of the language utilisation of the
Tuvan under the background of cultural contact with emphasis on an language
attitude and language choice, as well as the characteristics and significance of
Tuvan language and cultural change occurring through this situation. This study
found that the Tuvans have a strong sense of self-identification through the Tuvan
language. At the same time, as Russian plays a more and more important role in
the daily life of the Tuvans, Russian as the language of communication gradually
becomes the mother tongue or the second language of Tuvans. This paper reflects
the fusion and coexistence of Russian and Tuvan culture as well as the content
and characteristics Tuvan culture is adopting from Russian culture.

Keywords: Tuvan language; language attitude; language choice
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