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Suitable and Repulsive: Dog Culture in the Change of Burial
Custom of minorities in the Lower Reaches of Heilongjiang

Yang Guang Wang Fei

Abstract: The minorities in the lower reaches of Heilongjiang Province are
remote and maintain distinct and unique ethnic cultures. Among them, dogs play
an important role in burial culture—from the funerary goods to the undertaker of
the funeral ceremony. By studying the changes in the status of dogs in the burial
customs of ethnic minorities in the lower reaches of Heilongjiang Province, it
can be seen that the traditional burial customs of ethnic minorities in the lower
reaches of Heilongjiang Province involve contradictory psychology towards
the role of dogs, which reflects the unique national psychology as well as the
evolution of national culture in a specific region. It is of certain significance to
understand the dynamic development of traditional culture of ethnic minorities in
Heilongjiang Basin as well as the development and change of traditional culture
of the Chinese nation.

Keywords: Minorities; lower reaches of Heilongjiang Province; funeral

customs; dog culture
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